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Second Sunday of Advent 

 
PRELUDE 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS — (see page 11) 

Rev. Ma, Lucas 

 
MOMENT OF PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP  

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Jeremy Maestro Family 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP — Ma,hew 2:10-11 

Elder John Gates 
 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 

joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening 

their treasures, they offered him gi;s, gold and frankincense 

and myrrh. (ESV) 

 
HYMN OF ADORATION — Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

Trinity Hymnal #218  

 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

 
LORD’S PRAYER — Ma,hew 6:9-13 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  

on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into tempta
on, but deliver us from evil: 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
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Call to worship: God calls 

his people into his holy 

and loving presence in 

worship. As we worship 

we are blessed with the 

joy of the Lord. Today he 

graciously invites all peo-

ple to worship through 

faith in Christ. 

Prayer of invoca
on: 

Invoca
on means “to 

call upon.” Even as God 

calls us to worship, we 

call upon God to fill our 

hearts with his Spirit to 

assure us that we belong 

to him and to help us 

worship him in Spirit and 

truth. 

Advent is a celebra
on 

of Christ’s coming into 

the world. We light an 

advent wreath to mark 

the four Sundays of  

Advent and Christmas. 

Throughout church   

history the candles have 

been used to tell the 

Christmas story –  

Prophecy, Bethlehem, 

Shepherds (pink), An-

gels, Christ (white). They 

have also been used to 

represent Chris
an   

virtues – Hope, Peace, 

Joy (pink), Love – and 

Christ (white). 
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AFFIRMATION OF OUR FAITH ꟷ Based on Ephesians 2:1-5 
 

Elder: What were you before God made you alive in Jesus?  

 

People: We were dead in our trespasses and sins in which we 

once walked following the course of this world, 

following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 

that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—

among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 

flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the 

mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the 

rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, 

because of the great love with which he loved us, 

even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 

alive together with Christ—by grace we have been 

saved. 

 
RESPONSE OF PRAISE — God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen 

Trinity Hymnal #211 (v. 1), Worship and Song #3052 (v. 5) 
 

God rest ye merry gentlemen 

Let nothing you dismay 

For Jesus Christ our Savior 

Was born on Christmas Day 

To save us all from Satan's pow'r 

When we were gone astray 

O 
dings of comfort and joy 

Comfort and joy 

O 
dings of comfort and joy 
 

Now to the Lord sing praises, 

All you within this place, 

And with true love and brotherhood 

Each other now embrace; 

This holy 
de of Christmas 

All other doth efface. 

O 
dings of comfort and joy, 

Comfort and joy 

O 
dings of comfort and joy. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

Rev. Ma, Lucas 

 

Worship through singing: 

God delights in hearing 

his people sing. As we 

sing our faith, we give 

praise to God and he 

transforms our hearts so 

that we are more like His 

Son.  

Affirma
on of our faith: 

Believing God’s truth 

sets us free from the lies 

of Satan, the world, and 

our sinful hearts. We 

affirm our faith in the 

truth each Sunday in 

order to worship God, 

strengthen our faith, and 

encourage one another. 

Children’s Sermon: 

Please come forward for 

the children’s sermon as 

we sing the last verse of 

the hymn. The children’s 

sermon makes the Bible 

accessible to young chil-

dren.  
 

Parents: You are wel-

come to accompany 

your child to the front. 

A;erward, children 2-3 

years of age may be dis-

missed to the nursery. 

Please gather in the nar-

thex, and a deacon will 

lead you to the nursery. 



DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
SERMON — “Why Are You a Chris3an?” 

Rev. Ma, Lucas 
 

John 3:1-15 
 

 

[1] Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler 

of the Jews. [2] This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, 

“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 

can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” [3] Jesus 

answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.” [4] Nicodemus said to him, “How 

can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second 
me into 

his mother’s womb and be born?” [5] Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I 

say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 

the kingdom of God. [6] That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 

that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. [7] Do not marvel that I said to 

you, ‘You must be born again.’ [8] The wind blows where it wishes, 

and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or 

where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 

[9] Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” [10] Jesus 

answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not 

understand these things? [11] Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of 

what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do 

not receive our tes
mony. [12] If I have told you earthly things and 

you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 

[13] No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended 

from heaven, the Son of Man. [14] And as Moses li;ed up the serpent 

in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be li;ed up, [15] that 

whoever believes in him may have eternal life. (ESV) 
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Sermon: The Bible teach-

es us how to know Jesus 

and experience his sav-

ing work. The sermon is 

for proclaiming Jesus 

and how we can trust in 

him for salva
on and live 

for his glory. For those 

who receive the Bible as 

the word of God, it is 

profitable to teach us, 

rebuke our sins, build us 

up in his grace, and train 

us in righteousness.  

Sermons available at 

www.refpres.org 

Doxology: Doxology 

means “praise.” We 

praise God because of 

his generosity to us.  



SERMON OUTLINE 
 

Only Christ can solve the problem of spiritual darkness by giving us: 

 

 

 

1. Spiritual rebirth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Heavenly truth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Eternal life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 5 



6 

Confession of sin: Our sin 

isn’t just about breaking 

rules, it’s about hur
ng 

our rela
onship with a 

loving God who gave up 

his Son to save us. Grace 

so;ens our hard hearts 

so that we freely confess 

our sins during a 
me of 

silent confession. We 

also confess our sins 

together as the people 

of God have always done 

in worship.  

Words of assurance: God 

assures us that we are 

forgiven in Jesus Christ 

and dearly loved. 

HYMN OF PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor 

Trinity Hymnal #230 
 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, 

All for love's sake becamest poor; 

Thrones for a manger didst surrender, 

Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor. 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, 

All for love's sake becamest poor. 
 

Thou who art God beyond all praising, 

All for love's sake becamest man; 

Stooping so low, but sinners raising, 

Heav’nward by thine eternal plan. 

Thou who art God beyond all praising, 

All for love's sake becamest man. 
 

Thou who art love beyond all telling, 

Savior and King we worship thee. 

Emmanuel, within us dwelling, 

Make us what thou wouldst have us be. 

Thou who art love beyond all telling, 

Savior and King, we worship thee. 

 

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Lord Jesus,  

Thank you for giving us new life. Forgive us for the ways we fail to 

embrace this new life. Some
mes, we live according to the flesh instead 

of the Spirit, prac
cing sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, 

sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, 

divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. At other 


mes, we depend upon the strength of our own flesh instead of the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  This is foolish. Apart from you, we can do 

nothing. Lord, help us to depend upon you more and more. In your 

name, we pray. Amen.  

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE — 1 Peter 1:3 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According 

to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living 

hope through the resurrec
on of Jesus Christ from the dead. (ESV) 

 



Notes about partaking: 

We come forward in 

groups around the table 

to receive the bread and 

wine. We eat and drink 

as we receive the bread 

and cup.  
 

We serve a mixed tray of 

wine and grape juice. 

The outer ring contains 

grape juice, while the 

inner rings contain wine.  
 

All bread is free of glu-

ten, soy, dairy, nuts, and 

peanuts. 
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The Lord’s Supper: The 

Lord’s Supper is a family 

meal in which Jesus, as 

the host, offers himself 

and all the blessings of 

salva
on to his people. 

All who trust in Christ, 

who are bap
zed mem-

bers of a gospel church, 

who are at peace with 

God and their neighbor, 

and who seek strength 

to live faithfully unto 

God are invited to par-

take. However, if you are 

not a Chris
an, or not 

prepared to partake of 

this meal, we encourage 

you to remain in your 

pew and spend this 
me 

seeking God in prayer.  

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Rev. Ma, Lucas 

 
PASSAGES FOR REFLECTION 
 

Psalm 130:1-8 
 

[1] Out of the depths I cry to you, O LXYZ! [2] O Lord, hear my 

voice! Let your ears be a,en
ve to the voice of my pleas for 

mercy! [3] If you, O LXYZ, should mark iniqui
es, O Lord, who 

could stand? [4] But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be 

feared. [5] I wait for the LXYZ, my soul waits, and in his word I 

hope; [6] my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the 

morning, more than watchmen for the morning. [7] O Israel, hope 

in the LXYZ! For with the LXYZ there is steadfast love, and with him 

is plen
ful redemp
on. [8] And he will redeem Israel from all his 

iniqui
es. 
 

1 Corinthians 11:23–26 
 

[23] For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that 

the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, [24] 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my 

body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” [25] In the 

same way also he took the cup, a;er supper, saying, “This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as o;en as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” [26] For as o;en as you eat this bread and 

drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death un
l he comes. 
 

John 14:1–6 
 

[1] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in 

me. [2] In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, 

would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? [3] And 

if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 

you to myself, that where I am you may be also. [4] And you know 

the way to where I am going.” [5] Thomas said to him, “Lord, we 

do not know where you are going. How can we know the 

way?” [6] Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
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Philippians 3:3–9 
 

[3] For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and 

glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh—[4] though I 

myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks 

he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: [5] circumcised 

on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 

Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; [6] as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless. 

[7] But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. [8] 

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 

things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ [9] and 

be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 

the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 

from God that depends on faith. 
 

Revela
on 19:6–9 
 

[6] Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great mul
tude, like 

the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, 

crying out, 

 “Hallelujah! 

 For the Lord our God 

  the Almighty reigns. 

[7]  Let us rejoice and exult 

  and give him the glory, 

 for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 

  and his Bride has made herself ready; 

[8]  it was granted her to clothe herself 

  with fine linen, bright and pure”— 

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. [9] And the angel 

said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 

marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true 

words of God.” 

 



Benedic
on: A benedic-


on is not a prayer, but a 

pronouncement from 

God of his blessing and 

approval. God sends his 

people out to live in the 

strength of his blessing 

upon our lives. 
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HYMN OF COMMITMENT — Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Trinity Hymnal #203 
 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the new-born King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye na
ons, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With th'angelic host proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

Refrain:  

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the new-born King." 
 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 

Christ, the everlas
ng Lord! 

Late in 
me behold him come, 

Offspring of the Virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

Hail th'incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as man with men to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. (Refrain) 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE — See, Amid the Winter’s Snow 

Trinity Hymnal #199 (v. 2) 
 

Lo, within a manger lies 

He who built the starry skies: 

He who, throned in height sublime, 

Sits amid the cherubim.  
 

Refrain: 

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 

Hail, redemp
on's happy dawn! 

Sing through all Jerusalem, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Ris'n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. (Refrain) 
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GET CONNECTED 
 

Visitor’s Dessert 
 

If you are a visitor, join us on Friday, January 21, 2022, at 7:00 pm for a 
me of fellowship 

and discussion about RPC over coffee and dessert. We will follow up later in the year with 

“Next Step” for those who want to learn more about RPC.  

Sunday School 
 

Classes at Kirkside Hall (brick building next door), 9:30 am; nursery provided 

Adult: God’s Ways with His People - Pastor Ma, Lucas 

Children: The Gospel Story - Nancy George and Sarah De Hoog, Sallye Lucas and 

 Marie Pender, Crystal Goldsmith and Jeremy Maestro 

Middle School: God for Us: An Introduc3on to Covenant Theology - Aus
n Bollinger 
 

Classes at Sanctuary in the basement, 9:30 am 

High School: The Book of Job - Pastor Zack Keuthan 

Ways to Serve 
 

Men, you can serve at RPC by being an usher during worship service. Please contact 

Mark Dugle at 828.707.4839 for more informa
on. 

Addi
onal Connec
ons this Week 
 

Today 5:00 pm Youth Group  
 

Monday 4:00 pm Session Mee
ng 

 6:00 pm Joint Mee
ng; Diaconate Mee
ng to follow 
 

Wednesday 9:45 am Women’s Bible Study - Study Book Chapter 5B 
 

Friday 5:00 pm Bonfire and Christmas Caroling 
 

Saturday 8:00 am 2/4 Men’s Group 

Community Groups 

Weekly small group Bible studies in church members’ homes. 
 

Sundays – Boyd Drive, 5:00 pm - Contact: John Gates at 907.244.7709  
 

Mondays – Flat Rock, 6:30 pm - Contact: Glen Reid, 828.393.5004 
 

Tuesdays – Kirkside Hall, 4:00 pm - Contact: David Taylor, 757.375.5062 
 

Wednesdays – Sylvan Heights, 6:15 pm - Contact: Zack Keuthan, 828.702.6807 
 

Fridays (1st & 3rd) – Olde Chanteloup Ct, 6:00 pm - Contact: Levi Friedly at 720.618.3533 



11 

GET CONNECTED 
  (Place in offering plate) 
 

 
Name 
 
Email 
 
Phone 
 
Address 
 
 

 
RSVP to N`ab Sb`c  
 
I am visi
ng today 

 
I’D LIKE INFORMATION ABOUT: 

 
ARP Denomina
on 
 
Bap
sm 
 
Children’s Ministry 
 
Community Groups 
 
Membership 
 
Men’s Ministry 
 
Missions/Outreach 
 
Music Ministry 
 
Women’s Ministry 
 
Youth Ministry 
 
Receive a call from a pastor 

 
COMMENTS/PRAYER REQUESTS 
  (Con
nue on the back) 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. The Special Offering for December goes to the  

Deacon’s Fund. 

2. All Blessing in Boxes gifts are due today. Contact 

Linda Dolan for more information. 

3. This Friday, December 10, join us at Bonclarken 

from 5:00-6:00 pm for a bonfire, pizza dinner,    

cocoa, and cookies provided. Then from 6:00-7:00, 

we will head out for caroling. 

4. There will be a Congregational Meeting following 

worship next Sunday, December 12. The purpose of 

the meeting will be to elect new officers and      

approve the 2022 budget. 

5. Join us for the children’s performance of the  

Christmas Pageant at 10:00 am, in the Sanctuary, 

on Sunday, December 19. A time of fellowship will 

follow. 

6. All offerings can now be placed in the wooden   

Offering Box located in the Narthex. 

USHERS 

 

Valet Parking is available 

between 10:15 - 10:40 am 

All songs used by permission:  CCLI License #3128725 

Scripture quota
ons are from The Holy Bible,  

English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway,  

 a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS 
 

Senior Pastor ................................. Rev. Ma, Lucas 

Associate Pastor/Youth ............. Rev. Zack Keuthan 

Children’s Ministry Director ................ Sallye Lucas 

Custodian ...................................... Michael Rhodes 

Librarian ............................................. Elly Keuthan 

Music Director ............................. Karen Kuykendall 

Musician ...............................................Chris Zhang 

Office Administrator .................................. Beth Hill 

Treasurer ............................................ Bob Johnson 

Women’s Ministries ........................... Gail Mitchell 

Bold:  Denotes Officer of the Month 

Diaconate Members 
 

   Doug Dolan 

   Mark Dugle 

   Carlos Galvan 

   Phil Hanna 

   Kevin Keyzer 

   Bill Mitchell 

   Bill O’Brien 

   Andrew Riddle 

 

Session Members 
 

   John Gates 

   Skip Goldsmith 

   Rev. Zack Keuthan 

   Rev. Ma, Lucas 

   Michael Rhodes 

   Joseph Warren 

OFFICERS 

Reformat ion Presbyter ian  Church 
120 7

th
 Avenue W, Hendersonville, North Carolina 28792 

828.698.3536 | office@refpres.org 
 

@refpres                                           www.refpres.org 


